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puserra De «is 1. - ALLUDING to the discussion now going on in Parliament and. else- 


. 5.) ~ where asto the propriety of saddling India with 
- December 26th, 1879- India unable to bear the cost ofthe the costs of the * Cdbul war,. the Rangpur 
rae -. Dik Prakdsha remarks, that the Home Secre- 
tary admitted in answer to a question, that the trader and peasant classes 
especially, but in fact almost all the natives in India, were in great straits for 
want of food. Personal inspection of the actual state of the people would 
fully satisfy Englishmen as to the reality of the prevailing severe distress. Not- 
withstanding this, we have to meet the license tax in addition to the house, 
road, and public works and other taxes. To make the people of a 
country in so distressed a state bear the burden of even a portion of the 
‘war costs, must eid “in their destruction. We cannot endure another tax. 
England is rich, and should relieve us of the burden. ‘The British Indian, 
the Indian, and other local associations have already petitioned Parliament: 
against the contemplated wrong. From what we hear of the turn matters 
are taking in this respect, we have no hope of ‘success. | : 
bsonerahdcggael 2. The Dacca —s in ans cea i wnt goers _ 
— ar espatch of the November last, from the 
sea csr sa Recretinty of State for India: to the Governor- 
General, remarks that the intentions of the British Government towards Cabul 
are plainly set out therein. It has long been the intention of England to 
reduce Afghanistan to astate of dependence. This is the reason why the 
present Afghdn war has been undertaken. ; 
Penn ong ag 3. The Pratikdra says, every one has been taken by surprise to hear 
a ee Picks cf the.Awdr. of the flight of the Amér, a man renowned for 
Oem THs Bee | bravery, an independent ruler, well up in 
the arts of war, and a man of personal courage, who for five years fought his 
‘brothers for the possession of the kingdom which he subsequently obtained. 
He. boasted at the Ambailé Conference of his liking for battle and war; 


government with his heroic son Ydkub Khdn, as the best person to whom 
the administration of the country could be committed. — : 
SULABHASAMACHARA, 4. The Sulabh Samdachdra traces a similarity between the inci- 


ee: The Cébul ware of 1840 and eve, Cents of the Cabud war of 1840 A.D, and 
ibaa sig those of the present war. As Dost Muhammad 

fled with his family on receiving intelligence of the fall of Ghazni, so has 

Shere Ali fled on hearing of the fall of Ali Masjid. Lord Auckland’s 
Government busied itself with a scheme for the administration of 
Afghdnistin, and now again the same question is on the sapis; 

our only hope is that on the present occasion: our Government will 

provide against a recurrence of the calamities of the first Afghan war. 


nie disasters that overtook the English in d/yhdnistdn, raved ‘like. 
mad man:through grief. The Cdbulie carry out by artif ce, treachery, and 
deceit, designs which they cannot accomplish by force. | Let: not: on rulers : 
despise the invaluable lessons of history. Let them remember alao that — 
it is infinitely more difficult to keep and preserve Afghdnistés than to 
were. ight, remarks the Saugbdd Prabhakdra, seems to be the family: p,iotirin 

: complaint of bs apc Shere Ali; With december 28tb, 1878. 

J 


The fight of the Amir. whom his subjects were discontented, has 
fled. How could the jackal cope with the British lion? ‘vents are follow- 4 


ing the same course 10 this third Cabul war as they did in the time of the 
present Amir’s father, Dost Muhammad. There are various rumours afloat 
as to Ydkub Khdn’s accession to the throne of. Cadui, and his: intention to 
fight the English after collecting sufficient troops. . If this be true, the 
indian Government must have prepareditself. There can be very litile truth 
in the report circulated by the Golos, that Russia 1s pledged to support the 
Amir. Had this been the case, men and money would have been forthcom- 
ing before this. The withdrawal of the Bussian Mission, in obedience to 
English demands, goes to show that no aid can be expected by the 
Amir now from Russia. Should Yébub Khan follow in the footsteps of his 
father, he will meet a fate similar to his father’s, Even though the 
rumours of prevailing anarchy in Cébul and of the uninterrupted success 
ful progress of the English arms be true, we would still strongly dissuade 
our Government from pushing European troops on to Jelalabaéd during the 
present winter. It will not do to place. implicit trust in the population of 
this place. Another massacre may be the result. If. Yébub Khan enters 
into a treaty, well and good; if not, matters can be managed at a more 
convenient season. At all events, it will be better to wait a few months.. - 
6. The Amir, against whom vast preparations haye been made for om Pasxasm, 
Sn __ the past two years, has fled; and now against December stb, 1878. 
fighter, “oom sre the Hnghsh whom, asks the Som Prakdsha, are the English 
| oo fighting? Instead of desisting, they seem 
more eager than ever for war. This reminds us of a story that is told of a 
person who was so mad after chess-playing that when he could. get no one 
else as an opponent, he used to get hold of achild to play with him, and 
then conduct both sides of the game himeelf.. Lord Lytton declaredin his 
proclamation that his object was not to deprive Cdbul of its independence, 
but .to punish the obstinacy of the Amir. As there is no relaxation of the 
war yet, it would seem that the latter isnot the real object of the war. 
Flight and death are proverbially equivalents. After an enemy had betaken 
himself to flight, our Hindu heroes would not touch him. ‘The 1oss conse- 
quent on this war must outweigh any advantage to be gained by it. A 
century of Hnglish rule has failed to influence the Musulmdn mind. ‘The 
Turks in Europe remain unchangeable. There is mo likelihood, therefore, of 
_ the Cabulis becoming civilized. The English will, as we have said, loce. two 
great things by the present war : first, they will lose all credit for that incom- 
parable justice by strength of. which they reign over India, and on account 
of which they are respected and reverenced by the world-at large; secondly, 
they are committing the act which all true heroes must despise; viz., the 
annexing of the Amér’s kingdom after he had fled from it through fear. 
It may be said that the Amir may re-ascend his. throne as his father did ; if 
80, where is the harm? . There is no fear of his being able to create a dis- 
turbance in British territory. Mr. Stephen is afraid the Hussians will get 
hold of the Amér to aid them. We-do not believe it, because if: Russia 
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wished, she could get to Cabul with the aid of the Shah of Persia. Lord 
Beaconsfield, who is at the bottom of all the present disturbances, plain’ said 
the other day, that it was not possible for Russia to invade India. If'this Cabal 
war has been entered on with the view to stave off Russian aggression, then 
the’ English may as well take possession of China, Persia, Central Asia, &c. 
Another great injury to the English is, that Russia, from having heretofore 
ranked as a fourth or fifth-rate European power, has risen to be a first class 
power, and the English have lost ground. Russia, it is true, attacked Turkey 
unjustly, but she fortified herself with a good reason, viZ.. the deliverance 
of the Christians of Turkey from the Mukammadan yoke, and this deliverance 
she accomplished bravely, without any taint of cowardice. The English, how- 
ever, have no such plea to justify their invasion of Cabul. It is cleat 
that England is acting unjustly in attacking a weak and innocent ruler. The 
Afghdéns are admittedly inferior to the Turks, who opposed double and treble 
their number of Russian forces for six months, whilst the Cabul affair occupied 
barely six days. The Russians had to fight hard for their victories ; not so the 
English, at whose very advance places fall. Another great injury is, that the 
people have lost confidence in the English, who were heretofore deemed 
incapable of doing anything wrong.. What connection has India with Cabul, 
that we should be made to pay the costs of the war? We will conclude 
by putting certain questions: A rich man desires his poor neighbour to pull 
down his thatched house, as it is the abode of malaria, and to erect instead a 
brick house, and adds that if he fails to do as desired, his house will be 
taken possession of. ‘The poor man has not the means to meet the wishes 
of the rich man, whereupon the rich man seizes the thatched house of his 
poor neighbour. In such acase, would English courts of justice admit 
the suit of the poor. man?. And would these courts saddle the poor man 
with the costs the rich man ‘may have incurred in defending the suit? Would 
not Government punish a zamimddr who spent a lakh of rupees on his 
son’s wedding and sought to levy that sum from his tenants? But on 
what plea could it do so? If it be on the plea of the peasant’s poverty, the 
zaminddr could easily show that his tenants were well off, and even had a 
surplus in hand and other property besides, such as metal pots and pans, &c., 
which might be sold if needs be; the people contenting themselves” with 


earthenware. Would such an attempt on the part of the zaminddr to justify 
. himself be accepted P , 


Som Praxasx, BP 


Fleder The Som Prakdsha,in giving the correspondence on the Afghdn 


question, rejoices that our rulers no longer 
— asierss aero seek to conceal what has been done. Even 
an injustice is alleviated and softened down by a publication of the whole 


transaction, when it may be thoroughly discussed. We have a native proverb 
to the effect that sin is wiped out when exposed to public view. The 
editor intersperses his translation of the correspondence with comments 
tending to show how the Amér, who had hitherto been friendly to the English, 
lost all friendly feeling owing to the English having failed to appreciate 
his character. The Amér’s mind has now long been alienated from us. Lord 
Beaconsfield fell into error in dealing with him. Lord Northbrook’s views 
were sounder, but they could not be carried out for want of time. English 
honor has suffered from the way in which England’s present Premier has 
managed the Cdbul affair. The hopes of the poor and weak, who hitherto 
relied on English justice, have vanished. The acceptance of the Russian 
and rejection of the British Mission by the Amir are not criminal acts. If 
the British, notwithstanding this unfair invasion of Afghdnistdn are not doing 
wrong, how can the Amfr be condemned for wishing to preserve his indepen- 
dence ? Russia may hate England and have aneye on India, but she does not 


4 ‘ie 


oe : 


ish just now to be embroiled with the British. Her time is yet distant. 
There is another great piece of injustice, viz., that a clear treaty exists, 


providing that there shall no British representative be located in ‘Cdbul. 
With what fairness can this stipulation be ignored? Does not the word 


Cdbul include Herat, Canddhar, and other places subordinate thereto? ~ __ 
8. The Sahachara thinks that if A/ghdnisidn is annexed to India, 
| | i oh it will become another Servia. Our Premier 
elena has been ensnared by Russia, and he wishes 
to show the world how cleverly he can get out of- the trap. The capture 
of Ali Masjid, a petty fort, has been made much of, as if it had been & great 
victory. The <Afyhdns did not defend the fort. The British army, however, 
can show it has lost none of its power since Waterloo. Can Lord 
Beaconsfield vie in ability or capacity for work with Castlereagh, 
Channing, Palmerston, and others? No European Government refused to 
listen to Lord Palmerston; but European: Governments laugh at Lord 
Beaconsfield. We repeat, that the English are beginning to igh shy of 
the present policy. They wish to see real work and no tomfoolery, and it 
is owing to this characteristic and to the uprightness of the people that 
England is universally respected. The present Cabinet have forsaken the path 
of rectitude. The time for expiation, however, is at hand. The Liberal party 

is gaining strength and will soon be well supported. — 

9. The Englishman of the 21st ultimo, remarks the Bardwan Sanjt- 
| vant, charges the native press and the 
native disinaite, man and British Indian Association with disloyalty in 
opposing the payment by India, for whose 
protection and benefit the present war has been undertaken, of the cost 
incurred in it. The English editor contrasts their conduct with that 
of the Native Princes, who have, unsolicited, come with ready proffers of 
aid in men and money. The writer protests against such comparisons on 
the following grounds. The native papers after setting forth the: dire 
distress and poverty of the country, prayed the British Government to be 
delivered from the burden of the cost of the war, and appealed to the well- 
known character of the English nation. They wrote boldly, and by so doing, 
showed their confidence and loyalty, rather than their disloyalty. We 
brought no accusations against-our ruler, nor did we use any harsh terms, 
peremptorily refusing to pay; but we implored the English nation, as being 
better able than we, to bear the burden. The Native Princes very eagerly, 
indeed, offered to assist the sovereign power, and we trust they will ever con- 
tinue thus to evince their loyalty. As for us, we have neither the power nor the 
means to do anything; if we had, and held back, we might then have been 
accused of disloyalty. So far as to the first part of our English contem- 
porary’s article. We frankly admit the great privileges, &c., we enjoy under 
our Government, and the benefit the country has derived from it; but has the 
present war been really engaged in to preserve India? We have no right to 
ask the question, but our contemporary’s remarks have driven us to do 80. 
The Secretary of State asserts that it is to ward off a foreign enemy. Is the 
punishment inflicted on the Amir intended to save India? He never 
attempted an invasion. Are the dreams of our rulers as to Russian invasion 
and 4fghdn alliance with Russia to be understood to mean the protection of 


India? We wish to say nothing here about the justice or otherwise of the 
war, or about its cost. Let our income be spent as our 


‘To be accused of disloyalty by the Huglishman when we become exceedingly 


terrified and represent our views to Government, perhaps in ignorance of 
some rules, is not proper. We know what loyalty means. No loyal subject 


should urge his sovereign to the continued commission of a wrong to which 
that ruler has committed himself, 


Barpwas Sanstvast, 
December Sist, 1878. 


conquerors choose. 
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Buapwat Mrure, 
December 26th, 1878. 


Ranervur Dix 
PRAKASHA, 


December 26th, 1878. 


oty8:) 
Pusiio ADMINISTRATION. 


+» 10. ° The Sanjlwan$ remarks that to grind down that which-has been 
_ The pri of the already crushed, and to burn that which has 
license tax. been already burnt, 1s unendurable. What 
are we to do, and to whom aré we to complain? The heavy burden of the 
license tax has come upon us, at a time when the country 1s suffering from 
famine and the people are crying out on all sides. The mafussal assess- 
ments by the circle assessors and their amlahs have occasioned great oppres- 
sion to the poor, many of whom have been illegally taxed. Appeals in 
respect of license tax assessments have to be entrusted to the very men 
who made the assessments, and the poor are compelled to leave. their 
work and go long distances to the places where their appeals are 
appointed to be heard. When a man has to undertake a five days’ journey 
that he might pay in his tax at the principal town of the district, he 
suffers an additional wrong, which he might well be spared in these times 


11. The Bhdérat Mihir remarks that, owing to a circular order from 
“‘Reauetion of public expenditure. the Lieutenant-Governor to Collectors, urging 
The dismissal of ofice peons. a reduction of expenditure, Mr. Money, the. 
Judge, has abolished the post of peon in Munsifs’ offices, some of which 
before that had scarcely a sufficient establishment. The /unsi/s are not 
bold enough to remonstrate. A former Judge, Mr. Grant, did a similar 
thing, but his orders were set aside by the High Court. We cannot say how 
far such petty savings will swell the income of Government. Our advice that 
Sir Ashley Eden should take note of the many highly paid but useless 
officers under hin, is disregarded. 

12. People who would willingly pay a certain sum on any emergent 

The license tax and the circle Call, says the Rangpur Dik Prakdsha, dislike 
officers. being thus taxed. The road tax makes one’s 


‘blood curdle. People must obey the orders of Government, and they are, 


therefore, during these times of scarcity, managing to pay the license tax. 
But in addition to this sore burden, we have the oppression and injustice 
of the assessors to contend against. Déndjpur has already furnished an 
illustration of the exactions perpetrated by an assessor. The tax itself is harsh 


- enough, but the conduct of the assessors towards the poor is harsher. When 


Epvoation Gazsrrs, 
_ December 27th, 1878. 


the house tax first began to be collected in Rangpur, the oppressions of a 
Babu assessor turned day into night. We are, however, rejoiced to say 
that whatever:injustice may have been perpetrated in other places in con- 
nection with the license tax, we in Rangpur have at least been spared that 
calamity. But we cannot vouch for the future. Let good and proper 
officers be appointed, and all will go on well. Our Collector deserves all 
praise for the excellent selections he has made in connection with license 
tax work. Our circle officer, Munshi Syad Abbul Hosein, is an instance. 
(The remainder of the article, consisting of about two columns, is devoted 
to the :praise of this officer.) 
13. An anonymous correspondent, writing to the Education Gazette 
aisciltiin eahxeitdtest from zillah Midnapur, recommends that sub- 
registrars, after registering deeds for the first 
half of the month at their own principal offices, should spend the rest of the 
month in visiting the several police stations for the purpose of registering 
deeds presented before them at these stations. Parties tendering docu- 
ments might be identified by the police officers of the place. This plan 
would put a stop to fraud and injustice. Deputy Magistrates when acting — 
as. sub-registrars have often been deceived, and it is not impossible that the 
present sub-registrars may also be deceived. If the suggestion now made 


, . o A 7 
$ ; % r _- : : ; 
- — ea é : » { 4, Se Sess Ce Le eae oe CER! Ln te, . ee . Le e, S hitee 1 , Ly 3 ae ne > z >, a a * “5 2 XS Ds : ed ‘ . a 
i, ee eg ee Fhe Sede idle ~~ PA ‘ ee 4 iP) ee ae yr is aes, te Re * J, eS ee ec RE ye ens eee Pe oe OIE SFE f - Sy OA TY nh) : te Mate Se” Bp! mS ae t “eS ” he ee ye ene Ee Pet ore PX > 2 
OF (ioe) A aia . bie er wed. cp Mie bgt 3 Bac ahh OD 7h 78 Dap ee eats Bis. wy CPt SS ' Lit YS : a Nes Fs»: fi a ee Ae tae come 2 0 PORT) poco! ke Fea loge py: Sat ie VOR Sith ho, eK " ee ‘Se ru aerngsge ty See rar es zt r . ae iv re k p3 . Sy sah. ak * ay, 1 aya ins . ; 
SH ON EC ee ok OR nr eh PL OR FR PEP Gee ha Pa te, 4 OE ie, Pere a PT ts Oe a were ae tee ees SMe et Le et re pe ge ar te ¢ VAY ate wee A i w 4 Sh go x ls wt id ty ead agi ws 
tas tat ’ vi Toke £ , ~% 7 ae 5? 7 e é + A > 2. < ’ = x 
‘ . ‘ he ald tS OAS TU a ts Oe eS ae oe eA RO ted UE oll 5 wee sh o PP BRIS Oe ye s ie 38, ELON nS eh: ae AY YS, ise ae 6 
: whey Z Fe 2 + ~ 7 s : ee sus 4 a ph “ ¥ 5 
/ e ; 4 e 4 ? %G < v . 


(7) 


choo oment treasury would be the gainer, People too would reg 


deeds and documents which are now not reaintered solely. on account 
inconvenience involved in a journey to a sub-registrars office, 
in 14, Whilst the Accountant-General, remarks the Hindu. Hétaishint, 


ely oats is troubling himself about disallowing four 
Retrenchment of Government ex- agnnas, and Government is busying itself about 
Re ss retrenching public expenditure by the dis- 
missal of a few poor peons on Rs. 5 a month, we see thousands on thousands 
of rupees being lavishly, squandered in other directions. Now, Government 
expenditure may be calculated by the number of its servants and the total 
amount of money allotted for their salaries. A reduction here would 
produce a smaller total. Take, for instance, some Assistant District Superin- 
tendents of Police, who are inexperienced and uneducated Europeans, and 
have to go through a course of instruction. ‘Could not these men be at once 
done away with,/and their duties entrusted to the Sudder Police Inspectors, 
who would carry on the work well? Besides, the duties.of District 
Superintendents are simple and few, and do not require the aid of assistants, 
of whom there are more than 100. A few head-constables and constables 
were got rid of, in order to diminish police expenditure. We can see no 
reason for employing Europeans on high salaries. It may be said they occupy 
ositions of trust. Do not natives occupy similar positions on salaries of 
Re. 150 and 200? We could make out a statement and show how expendi- 
ture might be retrenched, so as to leave a surplus in the treasury. Would 
Commissioners of Divisions be hardly dealt with if they were paid Rs. 2,000 
amonth? At all events, let superfluous and useless offices be first abolishéd, 
and the exchequer will, by this means alone, be replenished. India is called the 
land of gold, because it abounded in wealth and tempted many. Hindu 
Rajds with all their expenditure were never in want of funds. They managed 
to take their subjects through famines without having recourse to 
subscriptions. ‘There is very little attention paid to the management of 
our finances and the regulation of income and expenditure. The latter is 
increasing, and so is the Government debt. ‘The Secretary of State knows 
nothing of the internal state of India. Our administrators here do not 
_ consider it prudent to reveal the existing state of things. A Governor- 
General, who would look into the matter of useless expenditure and retrench 
i is what we want to relieve India. Lord Northbrook did something in this 
irection. | PO MS PEE 
15. The Dacca Prakasha accords all praise to Khuwdjd <Ahsdénullah 


LR RE SS for the formation of the Eastern Bengal Land- 
Landholdery’ Association. ~—~s«sHOlders’ Association, having the same objects 
in view as the British Indian Association of 
Western Bengal. This province being a wide and extended one, the 
eastern portion, which has its own separate and peculiar wants and interests, 
required a separate bedy to look after it. ‘The conflicting interests of landlord 
and tenant, and the measures adopted and those contemplated by Government 
to reconcile party differences, demanded an institution such as our eminent 
townsman has now organized. This association will also keep Government 
informed of the actual state ofthe relations between tenants and landlords. 
It will also be the means of bringing landholders together, who will thus 
become better acquainted with one another, and be able to consult as to the 
means by which zamendaris may be benefited and existing evils removed. We 
also hear from a trustworthy source, that our new association will give itself to 
a consideration of the means by which waste and useless lands ‘maybe made 
productive, and the modes of cultivation improved. We hope that all the 
zaminddrs will sympathize and aidin this work. = .§ = = ©. 
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Dacca Praxasua, 
December 29th, 1878. 
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16. The Sddhdrani calls the attention of the Famine Commission to 


ve the fact that it is poverty that underlies all the 
Sard aie irae cael distress of the neces. e can say for certain 


that the people during the times of the Mahrattas, the Pinddris, and Akbar 


SaHACHARA, 
December 80th, 1878. 


- Government, 


the Great, were a hundred times better off than they are now under the 
administration of Lord Lytton. We mention this to show that the people 
were prosperous when they paid their rents partly in kind. They have now 
to pay in cash, and are therefore ofttimes reduced to great straits to meet 
demands for rent. It will notdoto engraft the English system of rent 
payments upcn India. We again impress upon the Commission, that the 
payment of rent in kind is a more convenient arrangement for the tenant, and 
that the cash payments which are insisted on are the chief cause of their 
indigence. Let the Commission arrange for the re-introduction, experi- 
mentally, of the old system in certain places. The system of panchdyets 
should be extensively revived. The tenant stiould also, as formerly, have a 
permanent right in the land. Let the relation in which the mahdjane 
should stand to the people be determined. The English showed great 
courage in substituting their own systems for our time-revered ones; let 
them now be just and grant a trial to these old systems. We again warn 
the Famine Commissioners not to believe what Government officials say, . 
but to test all their statements. The world does not possess officials so. full of 
self-esteem, so inexperienced, and so full of mistaken and confused notions 
of things. 


17, The Sahachara, although it is at variance with Lord Lytton’s go- 
Some good effects of Lord Lytton’s Vernment on the subject of the Press Act and the 
License Tax, remarks that India must be grate- 
ful to him for his great liberality in treating all newspapers alike in the matter 
of news from the Press Commissioners: We are glad too to see from Sir 
Erskine Perry’s letter, that the long desired admission -of natives into the 
Oivil Service is to be at once carried into effect. The Secretary of State 


supports Lord Lytton in his wishes to give immediate effect to the scheme. 


This will ever connect our Viceroy’s name with the progress of India. India 
must henceforth be considered an appanage of Britain, as Ireland is; for 
Government by despatching Indian troops to Malta, declared that this 
country must identify itself with—the—mother-country. We shall enjoy the 


same rights as the rest of Her Majesty’s subjects, but to this we must come 


Som Praxasna, 
December 80th, 1878. 


gradually. Government should admit a native into the Supreme Council, 
who would keep the Viceroy from making mistakes. We trust that Lord 
Lytton will go on prospering. History bears testimony to the fact, that a 
Government which gives to every subject his right, need dread no calamity. 


18. Our Lieutenant-Governor, remarks the Som Prakdsha, has directed 

tho Muaicipslitioe of Benget, | «earnest attention to the financial arrangements 
connected with our municipalities, and is much 
incensed at the wey in which their accounts have hitherto been kept. But in 
so doing he is proving the correctness of the moral attached to the fable of the 
boys and the frogs. ‘The municipalities are in fault: the poor people under 
them are to be the sufferers, Two-thirds of municipal income go to the 
police, and if Mr. Eden meddles with the small remainder, the Commissioners 
will haye nothing left to use. He wishes to have a regular accountant’s 
department with Mr. Taylor at the head. This will involve an expenditure 
of eight or ten thousand rupeesa month. Where is this money to come from ? 
If from the Corporation, then the Commissioners will have very little left to 
do. ‘Tax-payers’ contributions are intended primarily for sanitary purposes. 
We are willing to accept the good intentions of our Lieutenant-Governor, 
and to admit that the municipalities do require to be improved; but surely 
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an expenditure that is already wasteful cannot be corrected by the greater = 
waste. tinplied in the establishment of a.new. department. Lek: the 
police officials, who are paid out of municipal funds, be entrusted with the 
management of the finances, aided by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, 
who, if they are efficient and capable workers, will prevent waste. Weadvise — 
the Lientenant-Governor pot to act hurriedly. If he increases munici 
taxes for the purpose. oF ping rots io people, already heavily 
: must starve or deny themselves food, SR « | 
oa | . " An anonymous porvenpoiilent writing to the Som ‘Prakdsha, under . O05. sou, 1076. 
- Burial without a proper medical cer- date the 24th -ultimo, takes the police to 
tificate, ee. task for having permitted the burial of the 
body of one Mrs. Davis, who was found by her husband lying dead in her house 
at Mokdmeh. Mr. Davis was anxious to find out the cause of his wife’s — 
death, as she had not been previously ill; and the native doctor, having no 
proper means of conducting a post mortem examination, repeatedly telegraphed 
to D . Coombs to come down,’ but without avail. At length the native 
doctor gave a certificate without holding any post mortem inquiry, or 
certifying himself as to the real cause of death. On the strength of this 
certificate the police allowed the burial of the body. Now, remarks the 
writer, no one can say & word against a sdhib’s doings, because all that he 
does. must be taken as just and proper. We can, however, come down 
upon the police and take them to task for permitting the burial of a person, 
who, like the late Mrs. Davis, died so suddenly, without a sufficient certificate 
as to the cause of death. : | 
— 20. The Behdr Bandhu regrets to observe, that of the public events Bzmaz Baxpav, 
_- which have transpired during the past year 777 '* 187. 
= 1878, not one can be regarded as having 
benefited India; on the eontrary there are many which have wrought evil to 
this country. First in importance was the Russo-Turkish war, during which 
both Hindus and M usalmans parted with much money ‘in the ‘shape ‘of 
subscriptions for Turkish relief. Then there is the restriction laid on the 
native press. Thirdly, the famine in the North-West, which ‘has brought 
poverty to the homes of many of the hitherto wealthy, and caused deaths 
through starvation. Besides this, there was a universal famine throughout 
India during the whole of last year. Fourthly, the license tax, the imposing 
of which has been tantamount to taking the lives of the people. The 
pair of poor traders, such as tobacco vendors, have to pay the tax. 
ifthly, the greatest disaster has been the Cdbul war, the cost of which is to 
be paid by India. This will not only ruin the Aindustanis, but stop all 
progress and improvement here, Behdr is even worse off. The Behar 
Improvement and Literary Associations exist only in name.. The excitement 
consequent on the introduction of the Wdgri character, which rose so high i. : 
1875-76, has cooled dawn.. ‘The Behdr Gazette, from which we had hoped 
for some success to the cause of Nagri, is now being published in Calcutta, 
and its last state is even worse than the first © = =| - he 


or ig 


The events of the year 1878. 


EDUCATION. 


“21. The Hindu Ranjiké infers from the statistics furnished in the late ‘ mmc Rasa, 

sis eal Wikcallnt enc Report on Education in Bengal, that natives Desmber 96th, reve. 
3 ro oe will for the future be able to provide their 
own education independently of Government. The results of the Entrance 
and B.A. Examinations during the past year were very bad. The fault 
must be laid at the door of the examiners, who, it seems, do not know how 
to set questions or conduct examinations: their desire is to puzzle examinees 
with questions which would puzzle themselves. It'is easy to examine, but 
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Raservrn Dix 
PrakasHa, 
December 26th, 1878. 


( 10 ) 


difficult to be examined. We hope the system of examinations will be — 
improved this year under our present able Director and Registrar. eean 
—- 99 The Rangpur Dik Prakdsha says, that the expectations of the 


Sel petaniate ol .., people as to a fall in the prices of grain with 
jane ame sal a te the harvesting of the new crops, have been 


- disappointed. The new rice is just as dear as the old, and is selling at 


Baarat Minter, | 
December 26th, 1878. 


Rs. 3-4 to Rs. 3-8 per paccd maund, with the probability of a still further 
increase in price. The mahdjans are busy buying as much rice and paddy 
as they can, which they export to different places by rail. This seals the 
fate of the poorer and middle classes. It makes one’s heart faint to think 
how these people are to escape starvation in the months from January 
to May, seeing that in the month of December articles of food are so very 
dear. It looks as if the forthcoming year must be fuller of calamity 
than the year 1280 B.S. © Our rulers should set about devising some means 
of preventing starvation. Prices will assuredly rise very high still; and 
the result will be that the poor and the unprotected will perish, Let 
a reasonable price be fixed at which rice should be sold. | 
23. Although this is the middle of Paus (December), the price of rice 

I aes : shows no declension, but is still as high as 
High price of rice in Mymensingh- Rs, 8-12 per maund. The poor managed 
to get through the month of Agrdhdyana (November) by borrowing, in the 
hope that their troubles would be over in the succeeding month; but they 
have been doomed to disappojntment. They are going on incurring debt. 


here is no hope for Mymensingh, since this is its condition in the most 


Baarat Meurer. 


. Bawesap Porras 


CHANDRODAYA, 
January. 2nd, 1879. 


favourable month of December. 
24, An anonymous correspondent writing from Mymensingh to the 


Unfavournble scoounts. from Bhardt Mihir, says that, although at the close of 


. 


Mymensingh. the rainy, and during the winter, months rice usuall 

falls in price, people are still paying Rs. 3-12 .per maund. In the months 
of Agrdhdyana and Paus last year it was only Rs. 2-4. What will happen 
in February and March we cannot say. A railway would give employment 
to many of the starving poor, and serve as a better means of importing food- 
grains than the capricious Brahmaputra. We fear, however, that the Cabul 
war has arrested this project, as it has arrested public works in general. To 
us this will be a great calamity, as Mr. Hden, to whose exertions we owe the 
project, has already completed half his time of rule. The license tax 
proceeds, wrung out of the hones of the poor are about to be misappropriated ; 
and this within a year of the time when we were assured that it was not to 


be diverted from its original purpose. The people trusied Lord Lytton and 
Sir Ashley Eden. 


95. Wehavea proverb, says the Sangbad Purnachundrodoya, that 


Pan present distress and the license December showers - are a sign of prosperity, 


ous ne We have had these showers and though rice fell 
in price in the latter part of November, it has become very dear again. Rice 


is selling now at eleven seers for the rupee. Many people cannot get any 


more credit, and are therefore betaking themselves to low occupations to 
provide food for themselves. How very unfortunate we must be, since 
our Government has made persons earning an income of Rs. 8-8 per month 
amenable to the license tax. This sum represents the income and expendi- 
ture of the majority of those who have, perhaps, two or three children and a 


wife to support. Even poor unprotected widows are not exempted. No 


inquiry is ever made as to the debts and expenses of any one. Taxation 
during the present time of scarcity is like a visit from the angel of death. — 


( 1) 
Loos. 


26. An anonymous correaponnent writing wioont on from Ichi cbt 

; in I ganj, complains Of the irregmarity 04 
Pic ig ee the Post ¢ Office in the distribution of letters 
and papers. In no other department under Government is such. mis- 
management permitted. Is there no law to prohibit Post Office officers 
from unnecessarily delaying letters and papers for the space of two and three 
days? The cold here is very severe. Fever is increasing. Fine rice is 
selling at 14, and coarse at 15, seers to the rupee. The bert-kalds is at. 8, 


gram at 7, and betel-nut at 3 seers for the rupee. 
27. The Sanjtvant in ita local column complains, that the plan of 


Conservancy in Mymensingh. 


consequence. 
| 28. 


Accounts from Bdmandbddd. 


An anonymous correspondent writing without date to the Hindu 
Ranjikad from Bamandbdd, says that cholera 
| and fever are devastating this part of the 
country, and cattle are suffering from pox. There is no proper medical 
attendance to be had. Crocodiles, it appears, have come up from the Padmd to 
a stream not far from here; a person was carried off the other day by one of 
these animals, Paddy is selling at Rs. 2 a maund, and rice at 5 pice 
aseer. All other kinds of grain are scarce. The people have been unable 
to sow gram, wheat, &c., for want of seed. 
29. The Bhdrat Mihir in its local columns says, that it had long 
Se been expected, from jnquiries set on foot by Sir 
soy ant of a sub-division in Netra” Ashley Eden, that MWetrakond would have a 
ore sub-division, but that this hope has been’ 
disappointed. The Cdbul war engrosses attention, and internal affairs are 
neglected. "We expected much from Sir Ashley Eden, but it seems his 
government has mainly busied itself with working out the Government of 
India’s scheme in connection with the license tax, — - 
80. This paper in its local columns approves of the petition which 
the people of Hoseinpur intend to present 
to the Lieutenant-Governor with the view of 
haying the head-quarters of the sub-division 
removed from Kishorganj to Hoseinpur. The Munsif’s court is at Hoseinpur 
and the criminal court is at Kzshorganj. It would be much better if 
both courts were held in one place so as to suit the convenience of the 
residents. As to the place to be selected, that is a matter which may. be 
decided by the proper authorities. The reasons advanced by the petitioners 
for the proposed change are strong. ae 
31. The Bharat Mihir under its local heading remarks, that no 


ee i mafussal municipality can be expected to thrive 
sseothenes ch caecna ant unless the Deputy Magistrate of the sub-divi- 


Transfer of the sub-division of 
Kishorganj to Hoseinpur. 


he exercises a greater influence on local society than the Munsif. The 
existence of the Zangdil municipality is known only by the few poor 
chaukidars who are to be seen. Zéngail possesses just a few roads which are 
not of much good to the public, though they serve to fatten a few lucky 
ag apy The only place where the Pordbdré road is to be found, 
is the map. : | ae rai wetra” Ep 
82. The Bhdrat Mihir’s correspondent is surprised to find that native 
The Native Doctor of Kishorganj  GOctors have not accepted the recent orders of 
gis hy "the Lieutenant-Governor prohibiting private 


- Sansivany, 

employing mehters to clean out privies, hitherto Pe ». 1876. 

adopted by the Mymensingh municipality, has 
- been given up this year, and the health of the people is being threatened in 


Hispv RandJixa, 
December 26th, 1878. 


Buarat Mrate, 


December 26th, 1878, 


BuaratT Mruie 


Brarat Mrurr. — 


sion takes an active interest in its affairs, and especially in its finances, for 


Buarmat Minir. 


(19 ) 


practice. The native doctor of Kishorganj, who has charge of the jail and 
the charitable, dispensary, neglects his work and busies himself with private 
vatients. He has four hours at least in the morning allotted for duty, but 

¢ is neyer punctual, and the poor-aré the sufferers. We ask the Civil Sur- — 
geon to look a little more after the work done daily by the native doctors 


under him. Be : eee ber tomar cmt: 
Bus Mims, §- 88 --The Pabndé correspondent of this paper complains of the incon- 
ener aie venience arising from the want of a bridge 
_ Agennnte from Pobad. over the Ichhdmatt near the Pabnd bazar. ‘We 
trust that the Magistrate will see that the bridge now being constructed 
admits of the water running freely to the north of the bridge, else the water 
in that,part will remain foul. A bridge constructed near the ‘Singa village 
in the narrowest part of the stream, willsupply every want, We pray that 
justice may be done to aman who appealed against being assessed at Rs. 20: 
evidence was adduced by him in support of his representation, but a witness * — 
asserted that his income was five or six thousand rupees, whereupon he was 
assessed at Rs. 12. The fact is that he actually earns only five or six 
hundred rupees. The village of Kdlibdrt in the Mathra thand of Zillah 
Pabnd is being gradually overgrown with jangle. 
Buss Mim. § $4, The Fartdpur correspondent of this paper says, that the Secretary 
ae . tothe Fair seems not to have paid any atten- 
Dancing girls at the Faridpur Set. tion to the requisition made to. him, not to 
admit dancing girls to the Fair, as also to prevent any obscenities being 
enacted. The Dacca dancing girls became a great attraction. Rice 1s sell- 
ing here at 18 seers to the rupee. 3 
Epvcation Gazerrs, 85. Acorrespondent of the Hducation Gazette, writing from Zanddight, 
December STU, 187°. Sickness and fever in Ténddigt ana Complains that fever has this year carried off 
other emall villages inthe Burdwan about 400 persons in the above and other 
Srn neighbouring villages. Scarcely four per cent. 
of the inhabitants are in-health. Moreover small-pox has made its appear- 
ance. No proper medical attendance is to be had. The Magistrate and 
Joint-Magistrate are entreated to save the people from untimely death by 
procuring a good doctor for Zénddighi, which is in the very heart of this 
malarious district. 
meri 86. Acorrespondent of the Grdmvdrid Prakdshika announces his 
December 28th, 1878, mee arrival at the village of Kdnchantolé in the 
: toid'in allay Bérdodn. ‘Kénchany sub-division of Cdlnd, zillah Bdrdwdn, of which 
ie ee ee he says that great scarcity of food prevails there, 
and that rice still continues to besold at very high rates. Notwithstanding a 
good crop of paddy, the people are still badly off. Government sees all this 
distress and hears the cries of the poor, but it will not come to their relief, — 
nor will it stay exportations. The majority of the poor can scarcely get a 
meal a day. Fever, both of the old and new type, is raging here to such. 
an extent that there is scarcely a house in the village where at least one 
inmate is not suffering from it. There is no proper doctor, and Govern- 
ment ought to station an experienced man here for some time at least. __ 
pemeEE Rn $7. Referring to the existence of tramways in’ Bombay and Madras, 
hee a eit tee ae BO Se failure of the Municipal tramway in 
terete. Ba Dhurrumtollah and Chi Calcutta, the editor of the Sulabha Samdehdra 
ite | proposes that one should be constructed from 
Dhurrumtollah to the Chitnore Road at fares of two and four piceeach. The 
venture, the writer undertakes to say, 


ander! will not only pay, but yield a profit; 
for people are heartily disgusted with and tired af, the FE Loa hadlisiey 


carriage drivers, who are Musulméns, and who need-to be entreated before 


the ill a2 ; 3 
: ca 7 : let out rr carriages. Cannot any rich merchant take up the 


( 18 ) 


. A Bagurd correspondent writing anonymously to the Dacca 
= “a a P Prakésha, a date = ats oye 
Bribery among the abkdrs officials §=notices the detection, by the Inspector, of the 
eS systematic bribery of the abkérs officials of 
Bagurd by the licensed vendors. Every body, from the sertshtadér to the 
common peon, is implicated. It is hoped proper punishment will be meted 
out, and that every Inspector will follow the example of our Bagurd one. 
There is a general scarcity of food in the eastern part of this division ; 
the entire paddy has been destroyed by floods. We wonder no steps have 
been taken to alleviate the distress, for our Magistrate has seen it with his 
own eyes, Some of the people are compelled to go hungry, and others are 
obliged to content themselves with boiled catchu bulbs. Dal and vegetables 
too are very dear. We never knew such high prices before. People here 
are in great perplexity owing to the oppression practised by the present set of 
police officers, and they pray earnestly for their removal. Abusive language 
and assaults are almost of daily occurrence. People are so _terror- 
stricken that they have not the courage to stir in the matter. How has 
Baguré come to be placed without the pale of lawj? The great ones of the 
police alone constitute the pillars of renown on which the British administra- 
tion rests. 


MIsCELLANEOUS. 


89. “The Grémvdrid Prakdshika returns to the case of the oppressed 


i. tenants of hag Pergunnah pg i 
‘nah and the officials of the comindére, O- 16 of the last report ending the 28t 
apo eSpecmaaee : December 1878), and ate to find that no 
notice has yet been taken of its remarks. The editor has since received 
a letter from these tenants, which he refrains from publishing in full, 
but of which he gives the purport, hoping that zaminddrs, as a body, 
and Bdbu Gyanendra Nath Tagore in particular, will look into the 
conduct of their mafussal amlahs. If the present plan does not succeed, the 
editor threatens to print the letter of complaint in its entirety. The 
Rénigara tenants, it appears, proceeded to Calcutia and laid their complaints 
before the zaminddr Babu above mentioned, who gave them every hope 
that their grievances would be redressed and that justice would be done. The 
tenants returned home in the full expectation of getting justice, but their 
application was in the meanwhile transmitted by the Babu to the mufussal 
zamindart cutcherry. The tenants, as a consequence, were disgraced, insulted, 
abused, and dismissed to their homes without redress. The oppressions they 
are suifering have so increased that they find it a matter of difficulty to remain 
in their homesteads. They have even been prevented from supplying 
emwerres with drinking water from the stream, which belongs to God 
alone. ) ) 
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